HED UNTO YOU, LET HIM BE! 
BE 


“OUT THOUGH WE OR AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN,PREACH ANY 
OTHER GOSPEL UNTO YOU THAN THAT. WE 


| . 
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PASS UNDER THE ROD. 


I saw 8 young bride in her beauty and 
ride, 
Bedec ked in her snow a7 
And the bright flush — . high 
on her eek, 
And the future seemed emiling and 
And devotion e lal 


At the shrine of adolatrous lov 
And ghe anchored her hopes tc ye perish- 
ing earth 
By tite chain which her tenderness wove. 
But I saw when those heart-stringe were 
bleeding and torn, 
And the chain had been severed in two; 
She had changed her white robes for 
sables of grief, 
And her bloom for the paleness of woe 
But pes von was there, pouring balm on 
er 
And wiping the tears from her eyes; 
He the chain He had broken 


in 
And fastened it firm to the skies. 
There had whispered a voice, "twas the 
voice of her God: 
tove t thee; I love thee; pass under 


I saw a young mother in tenderness b a 
O’er the couch of her slumberin 1 2 
And she kissed the soft lips as they "eke 
mured her name, 
While the dreamer lay smiling in joy. 
O, sweet as the rosebud encircled with dew, 
‘When its fragrance is flung on the air, 


So. * and so bright to that mother he 


med, 
Ag — lay In his Innocence there. 
But I saw when she gazed on that same 
lovely form, 
Pale as marble, and silent, and cold; 
But paler and colder her beautiful * 
When the tale of her sorrow told. 
But the was there who attieken 
er 
And taken her treasure aw 
To * to Heaven He nad placed it 
on 
And the mourner will sweetly obey. 


1 had whispered a volce. ‘twas the | 


ce of her God: 


* ren thee; I love thee; pass under the 


I saw a father and leaned 
On the arms of a dear gift 
And their star of the future — "bright to 
their gaze 
. ney saw the proud place he had 


Oh, the. fast coming evening of life promised 
air 
And its pathway grew smooth to their 
And * starlight of love glimmered ma 
t the end 


And the whispers of sence J were 8 
But I Kees them again bending iow ver the 


Where 1 their heart’s dearest hope had been 
Their * — gone down in the darkness 


or And the toy from their ‘bosome had fied. 
But the ee was tnere with His arms 


thrown und, 
And He led po with tenderest care; 3 


He showed th — a star in that bright up- 
per worl 

“Twas their star shining briliantly there. 

There had whispered a voice, twas the 
voice of their God: 

wd | gg thee; I love thee; pass under the 


OUR CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS. 


Elder Thomas R. Condie, whose 
biography is selected for this week, has 
been laboring in the Lord’s vineyard since 
the 24th of June, 1897, having left home 
a week prior. President Condie first saw 
the light of day on July 7th, 1861, at Salt 


Lake City, Utah, of parents who cheer- 
fully endured the hardships of “crossing 
the plains” in the handcart brigade. 


THOS. R. CONDIE, 
President of the Mississipp! 


When pore small he, with his 
left Salt Lake City for Morgan County, 
whete they settled in Croyden. They 
followed farming and logging, at which 
Elder Condie ‘took a complete course. 
About fifteen years ago President Con- 
die concluded to make school teaching 
his vocation, so qualified himself to that 


end, and has been teaching school for the 
past twelve years, finding time incidental / 


to his pedagogic labors to attend to many 
ecclesiastical duties, including those re- 
quired by the Bishopric—he being called 
as second counselor to the Bishop of 
Croyden. Elder Condie was elected 
County Superintendent of Public Instruc- 


tion, and to facilitate his labor, in 1894, 
he removed to Morgan City, the county 
seat. About this time he married an ac- 
complished lady, but a year later she was 
taken from him by the angel death, leav- 
ing a bright little boy as a loving memen- 
to of her sweet disposition. 

Elder Condie began his labors in the 
field at canvassing, and later traveled 
with the presidency, thus getting a thor- 
ough insight to the duties that were to be 
thrist on him as President. ‘The follow- 
ing March 21, 1898, he assumed the posi- 


tion he now holds, one that he has held 


with signal credit to himself, those who 
called him and those with whom he is 
associated, including the Elders over 
whom he presides and the people that he 
meets in his travels. 

President Condie has had a varied ex- 
perience in his missionary labors, from 
the most pleasant to those which properly 
belongs to the martyr. During the past 
summer he has had a severe siege of yel- 
low fever. While victims were dying on 
all sides of him he, by the Grace of God, 
was preserved, and a prominent Meth- 
odist with his family was nursed back 
mercifully to health and strength. Their 
kindness and gemerosity has been the 
subject of many of his letters to the of- 
fice during this trying ordeal. 

Elder Condie is assited in his arduous 
duties by Elders Osmer D. Flake, of 
Snowflake, Arizona, and Collins R. 
Wakes, of Mesa City, Arizona, besides 
an earnest corps of Elders, who are labor- 
ing with great zeal to make the Missis- 
sippi Conference shine with the brightest 
in the Mission. The following circular 
letter, addressed to the Mississippi Con- 
ference over the signature of his coun- 
selor and companion, will be read with 
interest in this issue. 


WELCOME THE STAR. 


By E. M. D. 
Mar ne to our Southern Star! 


While. shining faith, the loyal Mght, 
That whould each soul impress. 


The G ) bearer. God bless the right 
And trample down the wrong. 

The Elders of the Southern States, 
Praise her in word and song. 


May we to her our interaet give, 
And place our Standard hi 
= e may help advance the truth, 
1 Christ shall rend the sky. 


S D 1 J | — N = 
E N / @ 
~ 
| 
» 
4 4 


THE SOUTHERN STAR. 


REPENTANCE. 
By Apostle Mathias F. Cowley. 

Written for The Southern Star. 
Repentance follows Faith as a natural 
sequence, for when the human mind has 
sufficient faith in God, based upon the 
perfection’ of His attributes, to desire 
His guidance and a final return to His 
presence the thought is foremost that no 
unclean thing can enter His presence and 
repentance from all sin, not merely an 


expression of sorrow, but a discontinu- 


ance of sinful practices, amounting to a 
reformation of life, suggests itself as a 
matter of course. This philosophical view 
of the subject is in perfect accord with 


Holy Writ. Hence it was upon the day. 


of Pentecost when the sin-convicted mul- 
titude cried out: “Men and brthren, 
what shall we do?” that Peter command- 
ed them to repent as the first step follow- 
ing the manifestation of their faith in 
Christ and His atonement. Acts ii., 38. 
That repentance is an indispensable con- 
dition of salvation has been taught in all 
ages of the world, by men of God. The 
only exception being that which applies 
to all other requirements of the Gospel. 
That is, in the case of persons incapable 
of knowing good from evil, such as chil- 
dren who cannot believe, nor disbelieve, 
and are exempt from the law until they 
arrive at the years of accountability. 
Hence the saying of the Savior, Suffer 
little children, and forbid them not, to 
come unto me, for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven.” Matt. xix.:14. Ezekiel said 
to ancient Israel in his 18th chapter and 
30th verse, “Repent and turn yourselves 
from all your transgressions so iniquity 


shall not be your ruin.” Israel did not 


repent as a nation, and their sad history 
proves that iniquity caused their ruin. 
The olive branch of peace was offered 
them without money and without price. 
They rejected the means of escape, and 
in consequence they have verified the 
words of Moses, their great law giver, 
„And I will scatter you among the heath- 
en and will draw out a sword after you; 


and your land shall be desolate and your 


cities wastes.’ Lev. xxvi.:33. 

It was supposed by some in Palestine 
that the Galileans, whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with the sacrifices. were 
greater sinners than others, because such 
agonies had come upon them. “And Je- 
sus answering said unto them, Suppose 
ye thut these Galileans were sinners 
above all the Galileans, because they suf- 
fered such things?- I tell you nay, but 
except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.” The foregoing contains the 
divine lesson, that suffering is not a sub- 


stitute for renentance: that while he did 
not justify the agonies brought upon 
them by persecution, He did not intimate 
in the least that suffering would he ac- 
cepted instead of repentance. nor, on the 
other hand, that these sufferings were 
any evidence of the sins of the sufferers 
as to the height or depth of their trans- 
eressions. The weight of responsibility 
is measured either by the light men pos- 
sess or the light which opportunities af- 
ford them to possess, but which they re- 
ject. As Paul said to the Athenians (Acts 
xvii.:30): “And the times of this igno- 
rance God winked at. but now command- 
eth all men everywhere to repent,” and 
again the Savior enunciated this dorc- 
trine: And this is the condemnation 


that light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness, rather than light 
because their deeds were evil.“ St. John 
iii. :19. 

No matter how strict the individual 
may be to live a life of moral rectitude, 
it is very plainly taught in the Scriptures, 
rejecting further light from God consti- 
tutes a sin, and therefore occasions the 


cite the case of the young man in Mat- 
thew. chapter 19, who came to the Sa- 
vior for instructions, but when he was 
commanded by the Redeemer to sell all 
that he had, give to the poor, and follow 
Him, he went away sorrowful, rejecting 


the injurction of the Savior, and yet he 


had kept the Commandments from his 


youth up, and was probably as righteous. 


as many modern Christians, who, if 
commanded by the Savior to give their 
possessions to the poor, would go away 
sorrowful. There were devout'“ people 
assembled on the day of Pentecost, and 
yet Peter made no exception when he 
commanded the multitude to repent. If 
they had done the best they could previ- 
ously with the light they had, greater 
light had now come, and they must re- 
ceive it or be condemned. The same 
truth applies to every Gospel. dispensa- 
tion, not excepting the “dispensation of 
the fullness of times,“ the greatest of 
all. God promised to send an holy angel, 
and make a restitution of all things pre- 
dicted by the Ancient Prophets, preced- 
ing the second advent of the Messiah. 
The light has come. A new dispensation 
has been ushered in. The Everlasting 
Gospel has been restored with its ancient 
gifts and blessings, and “God command- 
eth all men everywhere to _ repent,” 
“Christian” and infidel without exception. 


Repentance is a principle, and not 
merely an expression of penitent grief. 
It involves, as before stated, a reforma- 
tion of life. In II. Cor. vii.:90-10, Paul 
says: Now I rejoice, not that ye were 
made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to re- 
pentance, * * * for godly sorrow 
worketh repentance to salvation not to be 
repented of, but the sorrow of the world 
worketh death.“ The sorrow of the world 
may be illustrated by the conduct of the 
inebriate, who when intoxicated commits 
acts of violence which mantle his brow 
with the flush of shame and fill him with 
remorse in his sober moments. He ex- 
presses sorrow, perhaps weeps in his 
agony, but again he gives way to the 
tempter and repeats his acts of dishonor 
instead of “fleeing temptation.” This 
kind of sorrow does not work repentance 
to salvation. We find religious people 
sorrowing and sometimes confessing their 
sins, only to repeat sin. This is the sor- 
row of the world, and needs to be re- 
pented of because it savors so much of 
hypocrisy and consequently worketh 
death.“ On the contrary, true repentance 
consists not in the outward expression of 
grief. but in forsaking sin. Let the 
wicked forsake his way and the unright- 
eous man his thoughts and return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
him, and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon.” Isa. iv.:7, not only the 
evil deed, but the unrighteous thought. 
Every wicked deed is first conceived in 
the mind, and hence the need of casting 
away the evil thought before it germi- 
nates into actual crime, which lead to 
prison, the gallows and to spiritual death. 

Of the ruin caused by the talented but 


corrupt Aaron Burr it was truly said: 
“His brain conceived it, his hand brought 
it into action.” Let us now examine a 
passage of Scripture which is frequently 
quoted to substantiate the erroneous doc- 
trine that God is pleased to save men in 
their sins, or that death-bed repentance 
is all-sufficient. The passage is found in 
Luke x«iii.:42-43, and reads thus: “And 


necessity of repentance as proof. We'fhe (the ‘penitent malefactor): said unto 


Jesus, Lord, remember me when Thou 


today shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” 
From this statement thousands in the 
Christian“ world have taken it for 
granted that the thief on the cross re- 
ceived full and complete salvation. With 
this unwarranted perversion of a sacred 
passage the minister has taught the mur- 
derer in the felon’s cell to confess Christ, 
and all would be well with him, and as 
the hangman drew the bolt and let the 
culprit swing into eternity the minister 
has stood close by and said, “The Lord 
Jesus receive thy soul.“ On the other 
hand, the poor victim of the assassin has 
been cut off without time to confess 


wafts the murderer to the courts of glory, 
consigns the victim to the flames of hell. 


a heinous doctrine? A doctrine so incon- 
sistent! so revolting to reason, so repug- 
nant to justice! We answer emphatically 
No,“ nor did He utter a syllable from 
which such an inference can be drawn 
as establish the idea that the malefactor 


where did he go; and if not to heaven, 
then the paradise named and heaven are 
two different places. Let the Scriptures 
answer for themselves. Three days after 
the crucifixion the Savior came forth, a 
resurrected being, and as Mary met Him 
at the tomb, He said unto her, Touch 
me not, for I am not yet ascended to my 
Father.” Thus we have from His own 
lips, in which there was never guile, that 
he had not ascended to the Father, and if 
He had not, neither had the thief. If 
no further light than this could be found 


ficient to show that the malefactor did 
not go to heaven, for where Jesus went 
he went, for that was the promise; where, 
then, did he go? Turn to I. Peter iii.:18- 
21, and the question is answered, For 
Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in 
the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 
By which also He went and preached 
unto the spirits in prison, which some 
time were disobedient when once the long 
suffering of God waited in the days or 
Noah.“ 

This makes it plain then that the para- 
dise referred to was the prison house, to 
which Jesus went and opened up a dis- 
pensation of the Gospel to the dead, and 
the next chapter, 6th verse, says, For 
this cause was the Gospel preached also 
to them that are dead, that they might 
be judged according to men in the flesh, 
but live according to God in the Spirit.” 
The thief then went to a place of con- 
finement to remain until the justice of 
God should be satisfied, and mercy ste 


between the penitent malefactor, who ap- 
pears to have repented before death, and 
the antedeluvians was that the former 


immediately went to a place where Christ 


comest into Tuy kingdom. And Jesus 
said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, 


Christ, and the same doctrine which. 


Is it possible that Christ ever taught such 


went to heaven. The question is then, 


in the Sacred Volume, this would be suf- 


in and claim her own. The difference 
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would present to him the plan of life, 
that day, while the latter had waited 
hundreds of years for that privilege, so 
that repentance brings its blessings even 
upon the death-bed, but to say that after 
a life of sin, the malefactor went straight 
to the abode of the Father and remained 
there in glory is in conflict with the 
teachings of Christ and Peter. The state- 
ments of Peter relative to the mission of 
Christ to the spirits in prison throws 
light upon the saying of the Savior in St. 
John v.:25, “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you the hour is coming and now is, when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son 
of God, and they that hear shall live.” 

‘Thus we see the privileges of the peni- 
tent malefactor. He went to the prison 
house and heard the Gospel, but how long 
he remained there before receiving all 
the saving benefits of the Gospel, we are 
not told. One thing is certain, he did not 
come back with the Messiah, nor have we 
ever heard of him sitting down with 
Christ on the right hand of the Father. 
The Scriptures being true which says, 
„The murderer hath not eternal life abid- 
ing him,” it is safe to say that the prayers 
of all the ministers on earth cannot carry 
the soul of the assassin to the presence 
and glory of God. As there are different 
degrees of glory, so are there various 
grades or crimes to which are attached 
the different degrees of punishment, all 
of which clearly maintains the justice 
and mercy of God. 

In Galatians v.:19-21, we read as fol- 
lows: Now the works of the flesh are 
manifest, which are these: adultery, for- 
nication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idol- 
atry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula- 
tions, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
envying, murder, drunkenness and such 
like; of the which I tell you before, as 
1 have also told you in time past, that 
they which do such things shall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God.” In conclu- 
sion, as a true definition of repentance, 
let us quote the words of Paul to the 
Ephesians, iv.:25-27: ‘Wherefore put- 
ting away lying, let every man speak 
truth with his neighbor. * * * Beye 
angry and sin not. Let not the sun go 
down upon your wrath. * * Nei- 
ther give place to the devil. Let him 
that stole, steal no more. Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your 
mouth.” This is the ‘only repentance 
taught in Holy Writ, and simply means, 
to forsake all sin, and accomplish a refor- 
mation of life. 


PRIESTHOOD AND PRESIDENCY. 


(Continued from last week.) 


There were present at this interview 
Elders Samuel G. Spencer, William E. 
Criddle, Eugene 8. Hart and Archibald 
G. Young, of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, each and all of 
whom certify to the correctness of these 
questions and responses, which has never 
been denied, although the gentleman in- 
terviewed has denied seeing, before they 
were published, the questions and an- 


swers following those we have given in. 


the long interview that was held and 
which appeared im full in the Deseret 


Evening News of July Ist, 1896. But 


even if he should claim any such ordina- 
tion or appointment, it would not stand 
for a moment as against the order estab- 
lished by revelation from God through 


his father for the government of the 
Church, which we will now consider. 

In the first years of the childhood of 
the Church there were numerous at- 
tempts on the part of enthusiastic per- 
sons to regulate its affairs by visions, or 
“tongues,” or revelations they claimed to 
have received. It became necessary, 
therefore, to warn the Church against 
accepting anything for that purpose ex- 
cept through the head. In September, 
1830, the Lord said: 

“Behold, verily, verily I say unto thee, 
no one shali be appointed to receive com- 
mandments and revelations in this Church 
except my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., 
for he receiveth them even as Moses. 
* For I have given him the keys 
of the mysteries and the _ revelations 
which are sealed, until I shall appoint 
unto them another in his stead.” (Doe. 
& Cov. Sec. 28: 2, 7.) 

In February, 1831, the Lord said: 

And this ye shall know assuredly that 
there is none other appointed unto you 
to receive commandments and revela- 
tions until he be taken if he abide in me. 
But verily, verily I say unto you, that 
none else shall be appointed unto this 
gift except it be through him, for if it 
be taken from him he shall not have 
power except to appoint another in his 


stead.” (Doc. & Cov. Sec. 43: 3, 4.) 
It will be seen from the dates of these 


revelations that they were given before 
the Church was thoroughly organized in 
all its quorums and councils, and before 
Joseph the Prophet had been tested and 
proved, to see whether he would “‘abide’’ 
in the Lord. But after the Council of the 
Twelve Apostles had been organized, to 
hold the keys of the Kingdom to open 
the door to all nations, and after Joseph 
had been tried and prov the Lord said 
to the Twelve: 

The keys which I have given unto him 
and also to youward shall net be taken 
from him till I come.” (Sec. 112: 15.) 

This harmonizes with the revelation in 
March, 1833: 

‘Verily I say unto you, the keys of this 
kingdom shall never be taken from you 
while thou art in the world nor in the 
world to come. Nevertheless through you 
shall the oracles be given to another, yea 
even unto the Church; and all they who 
receive the oracles of God, let them be- 
ware how they hold them,” ete. (Doc. & 
Cov. Section 90: 2-5.) 

The order of the Priesthood and the 
governing authority in the Church are set 


| forth in Section 107 of the Doctrine and 


Covenants. The powers of the Melchi- 
sedek or High Priesthood and of the 
Aaronic or Lesser Priesthood are therein 
defined. The order of Presidency is also 
explained, and it is shown that: 


“Of necessity there are presidents or 
presiding offices growing out of or ap- 
pointed of or from among those who are 
ordained to the several offices in these 
two Priesthoods. Of the Melchisedek 
Priesthood, three Presiding High Priests, | 
chosen by the body, appointed and or- 
dained to that office, and upheld by the 
confidence, faith, and prayer of the 
Church, form a quorum of the Presidency 
of the Church. The Twelve Traveling 
Counselors are called to be the Twelve 
Apostles, or special witnesses of the name 
of Christ in all the world, thus differing 
from other officers in the Church in the 


‘duties of their calling. And they form 


a quorum, equal in authority and power 


to the three Presidents previously men- 
tioned.” 3 

From this it will be seen that three 
persons who have been appointed and 
ordained to the Melchisedek Priesthood 
and are presiding high priests, when 
chosen by the body and upheld by the 
confidence, faith and prayer of the church 
constitute the presideney of the church. 
Joseph the Prophet was an Apostle and 
was therefore a Presiding High Priest. 
His counselors were also men appointed 
and ordained to the same calling. But 
each of them had to be chosem and up- 
held by the body im order that they might 
together preside over the church. The 
Twelve Apostles, also Presiding High 
Priests, forming a Traveling Presiding 
High Council (verse 33) held authority 
„to build up the church and regulate all 
the affairs of the same in all nations, un- 
der the direction of the First Presidency.”’ 
Apostles are God's High Priests (Sec. &i: 
63). When there is no First Presidency 
of three, the Twelve constitute a council 
or Quorum “equal in authority and power 
to the three Presidents previously men- 
tioned,” and when so upheld by the church 
can preside over it, regulate all its affairs, 
ordain and set im order all the other offices 
of the church (verse 58) and thus the 
church can be continued and perpetuated, 
suffering no disorder, but carrying on the 
work under Jesus Christ who is its living 
head om high. 

(To be Continued.) 


GLEANINGS. 


From the Logan Journal. 3 
Elder Andrew Peterson, of Logan, has 
returned after having labored about. two 


complished a good work. 

Elder Fred Ballam, formerly of this 
city but now living in Hyde Park, ar- 
rived home just before Christmas from 
the Southern States, where he labored 
upwards of two years. He enjoyed fair 
health while away, but was somewhat 
indisposed when he came home. 

Elder Wm. Anderson, a son of Patri- 
arch Hans Anderson, also returned last 
week. He reports thorough enjoyment 
of his thirty-four months of labor in the 
Kentucky Conference. 

Elder Hans C. Hansen, son of Mr. N 
M. Hansen. of the Seventh ward, has 
been released to return home and is ex- 
pected daily. He has been absent for 
two years and labored for a time in 
Brooklyn, afterwards being sent to pre- 
side over the Philadelphia Conference. 

Elder John H. Petersen, of Smithfield, 
is home again after spending two years 
as a missionary in Kansas, Indian Terri- 
tory and Arkansas. He was President 
of the East Arkansas Mission during the 
latter part of his mission. 


The wedding reception of Miss Emiline 
Bird and Heber C. Jex took place at the 
residence of the bride's parents at Spring- 


ville last evening. Both are very popu- 


lar young people of the eounty, and there 
was a large attendance at the reception, 
a number going over from this city. The 
presents were very choice and numerous. 


Commencing early in January a neat 


cover will appear on the Star. 


and a half years as a missionary in Penn- 
sylvania and Minnesota, where he ac- 
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SATURDAY, DECDMBER 31, 1898. 


ARTICLES OF FAITH 
_ OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 


1. We believe in God the Eternal Father, and ic His Son 


Jesus Christ, and in the Holy 

% We believe that will be for their own 
eins, and not for Adam's tra 

8. We believe that, — the atonement of Obrist, all 
— — ience te the laws and ordi - 


4. We 1 that the first principles and ordinances of 
: First, Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ; second, 
ntance; „ third, ptism by immersion for the 


sins; ä Lavina on of nds for the Gift of the Holy 


in eutboriy te reach on of bands,” by those who are 
—— ae and administer in the ordi- 


ae We bel believe in the same organization 
tive church—namely, Aposties, Prophets, Pastors, 


the primitive 
Teachers Evangelists, 
J. We believe in the gift of tongues, prophecy, revelation, 
gu 
is translated correctly; we also believe 


God. 
We believe all that God has revealed, all that He does 
now reveal, and we believe that He will 2 et reveal vad ae 


i hi aini pn Ges. 
410 ere fe th itera gathering Israel and in the 


retoration wae that Zion will be built apon 
this (the that Christ will reign person- 
ally upon — enh os — the earth will be renewed and 


receive its paradisiaca) 

11. We claim the of worshiping 
according to the 7. conscience, 
men — vilege, let them worship how. or 20 


and in doing to all ndeed, we may say 
— we follow the — of Paal. “We — all all things, 
we hope all things,” we have endured many bope 
to be able to endure all things. If there isa — adie virtuous, 
things —J H TH. 


There is a dispatch going the rounds 
of the press purporting to be an interview 
Roberts from 
Utah, by the New York Wold correspon- 
The World representative and Mr. 
Roberts had an informal conversation, 
during the course of which he drew his 
ealler’s attention to the distinction be- 
tween ‘polygamy and. unlawful cohabita- 
tion, and incidentally stated that the Mor- 
mon people had kept faith and no poly- 
gamous marriages entered into since 1890. 

Mr. Roberts denies the authority for 
publishing even this much, but the enter- 
prising reporter fabricated the alleged in- 


with Congressman-elect 


dent. 


terview from this and some utterances 
of Mr. Roberts’ published in the Era, dur- 
ing the Dr. Renier controversy, but they 
were so garbled that they do not convey 
what Mr. Roberts sought to make plain, 
while other portions of the World story 
were made up from whole cloth. 


worthy, we seek after thesn 


(OST minety-three years 
ago on the 23d of the 


Prophet Joseph Smith was born, and from 
the day he received his first vision until the 
day of his martyrdom his life was one of con- 
tinual activity. We doubt if there was another 
man ever lived, save the Master, who 
accomplished a greater work and whose 
life was sought after more than was 
his. When the angel of the Lord deliv- 


ered into his hands the sacred plates 
from which the Book of Mormon was. 


printed, he was told that his name would 
be had for good and evil among the na- 


tions of the earth; of this the thousands | 


and tens of thousands of Elders who have 
filled honorable missions since the organ- 
ization of the church, ean testify, how 
truthfully have those words been ful- 
filled. Now that the year eighteen hun- 
dred and ninety-eight is closed, let the 
Elders in the Sou hern States Mission 
carefully examine their work. Have they 
been valiant in the work of the Lord? 
Have they been brave, prudent and wise? 
Are they thoroughly satisfied with their 
labors and the testimonies they have de- 
livered to the people, and do they feel 
that they are held blameless? If all the 
Elders can answer in such a manner as to 
bring joy and satisfaction to their souls, 
then we have a happy, a noble and a 
brave band of workers in the south. 

The year eighteen hundred and ninety- 
nine is just beginning, and the Elders are 


still in the field. They have been sent 


forth to ery, Repent ye, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand;” they have been 
sent forth to lift up their voices and tes- 
tify in humility, in meekness, and with 


power that Joseph Smith was a Prophet 


of Almighty God, and that the Church 


of Jesus Christ has been restored to the 
earth never more to be taken from God's 


children who dwell upon its face. The 
Elders are sent forth to testify that the 


hey |church is organized with Apostles, with 
in bein — 2 chaste, benevolent, 


Prophets, with gifts and healings; and 
these servants are to warn the people to 
flee from the wrath to come. They are 
to boldly promise, in the name of their 
Master, that thosé who will do the will 
of the Father shall receive a testimony 
of these mighty truths. At the close of 
the year eighteen hundred and ninety- 
nine may every Elder be able to say: 1 
have done my duty.” Open your hymn 
book at page 283. Lift up your voices 
and sing. That's good. Now sing the 
fourth verse over again. 


We want no cowards in our band 
Who will our colors fly; 

We call for valiant -hearted men, 
Who’re not afraid to die.“ 


Elders and contributors who send in 
copy, either poetry or other matter, 
should remember every word, thought 
and sentiment must be choice. We desire 
to have our plane on the very highest 
that can be secured—to do so all must 
make this point in their contributions. 


, S may be seen by the re 
published each 
A MOMERT. week in The Star from 
the various conferences, there is a great dif- 
ference in the showings made. If the 
reports of each pair of Elders were to be 
published a much wider range of differ- 
entiation would be presented. This shows 
there are men in the field who are work- 
ing to the utmost of their ability, while 
others are either practically doing noth- . 
ing or so near it that the conference re- 
ports indicate blank after blank where 
some results, at least, should be indi- 
cated. 

Our Elders should realize that they 
have left their homes and come here for 
the purpose of preaching the Gospel, to 
tell the “glad teachings of great joy” that 


the Gospel is again restored to earth, 


that the Pristhood, given to the ancient 
Saints, is restored, together with its at- 
tendant authority. The necesisty for re- 
membering this should be continually be- 
fore them and that to lose one minute's 
time while in the discharge of the Lord’s 
service is, a greater loss than an hour 
when in the service of man. 

We cannot afford to leave our homes, 
families, relatives, friends, indeed, to lay 
all we have on the altar of sacrifice and 
remain here wasting our time in idleness, 
nor do we need to! While traveling along 
the most lonely of paths our minds may be 
occupied with valuable labors of study; 
when resting in the woods, byways, or 
roadside, our time can be spent in useful 
comparisons of ideas regarding the labors 
in hand; when in the company of others, 
either friends or foes, the time can be 
spent in conversing on Gospel subjects or 
topics leading thereto. In fact, there is 
no need to lose any time. There is not 
an Elder in the field who is so devoid of 
the spirit of his calling as to not know 
the very minute idleness creeps in, and 
that minute the prompting is given their 
conscience that something is wrong; evil 
thoughts of more or less magnitude are 
introduced and it is impossible to esti- 
mate the harm that may accrue from 


such conditions. 


Each Elder should take upon himself 
the personal responsibility of seeing that, 
so far as he is concerned, that his con- 
ference shall be second to none in the 
Mission; that the report he, with his 
companion, shall make will not show 
blank where earnest, honest and arduous 
work would make a record. He should 
feel that the responsibility of the entire 
conference rests on his shoulders; that 
if he fails the work fails; if he succeeds, 
the Mission is a success. He should re- 
member that verse in 12th Corinthians, 
Whether one member suffereth, all the 
members suffer with it; or one member be 
honored, all the members rejoice with it.” 


Enquirer Daily is now a valued ex- 
change. Welcome! 
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CHRISTMAS. 


ider Talmage. 
(From Young Woman's Journal.) 

Among nearly all Christian nations, 
the twenty-fifth of December is obseryed 
as a holiday; with _ Clrristian sects 
the day js regarded as holy day. The 
name by which the date mentioned is 
currently known—Christmas—is signifi- 
cant of the religious sanctity with which 
the day is commonly associated, the 
word being a combination of Christ and 
mas, or mass, the first part referring of 
course to the title of Jesus of Nazareth, 
the second indicating a church service or 
religious ceremonial. 

To the well-nigh universal observance 
of the day as a religious festival among 
sects professing a belief in the divinity 
of the Son of God, the customs and usage 


of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 


day Saints offer a marked. exception; 
and there is little cause for surprise over 
the fact that the reason of this excep- 
‘tional omission has given rise to ques- 
tions among the young people of our 
Church. In our own state the customary 
observance of the Christmas holiday is 
provided for by law, and the Latter-day 
Saints, in common with sectarian Christ- 
ians in general, join with those who pro- 
fess no church allegiance, and with those 
even who openly deny the saving mission 
of the Son of the Highest, in welcome to 
the day df rest, enjoyment, and good 
cheer, which comes in the season of the 
year’s deep night. 

But, as the authentic anniversary of 
our Savior’s birth on earth, the Latter- 
day Saints cannot accept the December 
holiday, for they believe that a reason- 


able interpretation of written history dis- 
proves the claims made for the day; but 


above and beyond this, they hold that the 
word of modern revelation has indicated 
‘another date as that of the Redeemer's 
birth-day. In accordance with this be- 
lief our Church does not appoint special 
Christmas services, nor does it take of- 
ficial cognizance of the day as onè of un- 


usual sacredness. 


It should be remembered that the Lat- 
ter-day Saints are not alone in thus re- 
garding the Christmas day as incorrectly 
placed in the calendar; indeed many 


prominent teachers among sectarian the- 


ologians, and a considerable proportion of 
the learned interpreters of history, are 
emphatic in declaring that the common 
acceptance of December twenty-fifth as 
the date of the Messiah’s first. advent on 
earth, is founded on a mistake. Not 
only is there uncertainty regarding the 
month and day; the year also is a sub- 
ject of dispute, and doubt has arisen as 
to the correctness of the common desig- 
nation of the passing year as represent- 
‘ing the lapse of time since the beginning 
of the so-called Christian era. It may 
not be uninstructive to briefly consider 
some of the discordant opinions of writers 
on this interesting subject; and, if a di- 
gression from the line of our present topic 
be allowable, we may turn first to the 
question of the year in which Christ was 
born. 


We speak of the present annual cycle 
of time as Anno Domini (A. D.), or the 
Year of our Lord, 1898; this means, that 
according to common belief, just so many 
years have dawned since the glorious 
birth of Mary’s son in the stable at Bethle- 


lows: 


hem. The establishment of the birth of 
Christ as a starting point from which to 
reckon subsequent chronology, was ef- 
fected by Dionysius Exiguus, nearly five 
and a half centuries after the great event. 
Before the acceptance of the Anno Dom- 
ini reckoning, the years had been desig- 


‘nated as so many from scme great his- 
j torical occurence; as for example from 


the founding of Rome, which eyent is 
referred to the year 753 B. C., that is, 
before Christ, or before the beginning of 
the Christian era. But historians, while 
disputing as to the exact year of the 
Savior’s birth, may fairly be said to be 
agreed in rejecting the commonly ac- 
cepted chronology. Among writers of re- 
| puted authority, the majority admit an 
error of four years in the placing of the 
year 1 A. D., and say that Christ was 
probably born in the year 749 A. U. C. 
(Ab urbe condita—from the building of 
the city, i. e. Rome) or 4 B. C. 

Murdock, an accepted authority in ec- 
clesiastical history, says regarding the 
opinion of the world’s learned men on the 
supposed error of four years in the be- 
ginning of the common era: But the 
conclusion is not certain, because there 
is uncertainty in the data.” Fausset, 
a noted modern authority on biblical 
subjects, says of Christ: His birth was 
in the year 750 from Rome’s foundation, 
four before the era Anno Domini.’” 
Geike, the author of a widely read “Life 
of Christ,” says of the Redeemer’s birth: 
“Yet it seems most probable that the 


| great event took place between December, 
749 of Rome, and February, 750.” 


The 
acceptance of these figures would give 
us an error of three or four years in the 
chronology of the current reckoning. A 
contributor to Cassell’s Bible Dictionary 
has written: The date of the birth of 
Jesus has been a matter of great dispute, 
and is still an unsettled question. It is 
generaly admitted that the reputed or 
Dionysian date is erroneous, and the 
amount of error is variously reckoned as 
from one to seven years.” 


These quotations, to which many oth- 
ers could be added, have been indulged, 
to demonstrate the uncertainty with 
which the initiatory year of our common- 
ly accepted chronology is regarded by 
scholars. Is there cause for wonder that 
the Church today looks for further light 
on this important matter? Some such 
light has already come; and, strangely 
enough, it indicates that the doubts of 
modern wise men as to the beginning of 
the Christian era are without foundation 
in fact; that as to the year, the current 
reckoning is correct; and that consequent- 
ly we are in truth now living in the year 


nificance of this statement as to the cor- 
rectness of the common era, Elder B. H. 
Roberts has said: “I believe that this. 
better than any other authority fixes the 
time of the birth, or the coming of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in the 
flesh; and that, as to the year at least, 
agrees with the Dionysian computation.” 

But, in contemplating the significance 


of Christmas, we are little concerned 
with the year of history in which the 
event occurred, we are to consider rather 
the month and day of the divine birth. 
Again we find the wisdom of the wise un- 
satisfactory to its possessors, even, and, 
as stated, at variance with the revealed 
word. Let us go again to some of the au- 
thors before quoted. Geikie considers 
as reasons for questioning the authenti- 
city of December twenty-fifth as the true 
anniversary, the natural doubt whether 
the date could have been handed down so 
sociate the birth of the Redeemer with 
the return of the sun, which made Christ- 
mas be early spoken of as the ‘day of 
the triumphant sun’ may have led to its 
having been chosen.” Milton has aided in 
perpetuating the erroneous tradition as 
to the wintry birth-season, by stately 
verse, which, were its thought supported 
by truth. would be sublimely beautiful: 


It was the winter wild 
While the heaven-born Child. 
All meanly wrapped, in the rude manger 
Hes: 
Nature in awe of Him 
Had doffed her gaudy trim, - 
With her great Master so to sympathize. 
It was no season for her. 
To wanton with the sun.“ 


But we read of the angelic announce- 
ment to “shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flocks by night.”’ 
Such is not the usual cystom of shep- 
herds in the oriental winter. Fausset 
considers spring as the probable time, 
and adds: The season when winter 
deadness gives place to new vegetation 
and life was the appropriate birth-time 
of Him who ‘maketh all things new.’ 
Spring was the passover season, Israel's 
national birthday. So that the spirtual, 
national, and natural eras, in this view, 
coincide. To allow time between the pre- 
sentation in the temple, and the arrival of 
the wise men and the other events before 
Herod’s death, perhaps February may 
be fixed on.” The writer in Cassell’s 
Dictionary whose words concerning the 
year of Christ’s birth have been already 
given, says of the month and day: Ef- 
forts have been made to settle it by as- 
certaining in what portion of the year 
‘the course of Abia’ would be called to 
discharge ministerial functions in the tem- 
ple (see Luke I. 5) since this would en- 


tth- | able us to fix the date of John's birth, 


1898 from the time of the Savior’s earth- 
ly birth. The authority to which the Lat- 
ter-day Saints point in this mater is this: 
In April, 1830, the Lord gave, through the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, a very important 
revelation concerning Church government, 
the opening words of which are as fol- 
„The rise of the Church of Christ 
in these last days, being one thousand, 
eight hundred and thirty years since the 
coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ in the flesh, it being regularly or- 
ganized and established, agreeable to the 
laws of our country, by the will and com- 
mandments of God, in the fourth month, 
and on the sixth day of the month which 
is called April.” (Doctrine and Cove- 
nants, XX, 1.) Commenting on the sig- 


and hence the date of the birth of Jesus. 
Calculations made on this basis with 
equal industry have issued, however, in 
very different conclusions—Wieseler fix- 
ing on January 10th, and Greswell on 
April 5th, as the actual date. 
2 „Without attempting to speak 
with certainty, the month of Nisan, cor- 
responding to parts of March and April, 
B. C. 4, may be accepted as the most 
probable date.“ Musdock writes: Re- 
specting the month and day of Christ's 
birth, we are left almost wholly to con- 
jeeture.“ 

Of the prevailing ignorance as to the 
day of the Savior's advent, Apostle Or- 

son Pratt has written: Let us enquire 
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is the day observed by the Christian 


world as the day of His birth—the 25th 
of December—is or is not the real Christ- 
mas day. A great many authors have 
found out from their researches that it 
is not. * #£=YIt is generally be- 
lieved and conceded by the learned. who 


have investigated the matter, that Christ 


was born in April. It is stated 
that according to the best of their judge- 
ment from the researches they have 


made, Christ was crucified on the 6th of 


April. That is the very day on which 


this Church was organized. But when 


these learned men go back from the day 
of His crucifixion to the day of His 


birth, they are at a loss, having no cer- 
tain evidence or testimony by which they 


can determine it.’ 


So much for the disagreement among 


men who have relied upon human wis- 
dom alone; now is to the revealed word 
upon which the Latter-day Saints base 
their belief: The Lord's declaration con- 


cerning the true date of the organiza- 
tion of the Church in the present dispen- 


sation, already cited, is accepted as fix- 
ing both year and day. Of this interpre- 
tation, President Joseph F. Smith has 
said: “Strictly speaking, if this Church 
was organized ‘one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty years since the coming 
of our Lord and Savior in the flesh,’ then 
the sixth of April must have been the 
anniversary of the Savior’s birth-day. 


If the organization of the Church had 


been before or subsequent to that date, 
if only by one or any number of days, 
the great event would have been more 
or less than one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty years, by just so many days. 
Opinions formed by the study of chron- 
ological events may or may not be ac- 
curate. But we would scarcely think the 
Lord would make any mistake about 
dates. Least of all, He who was born 


on that day,, and on that day thirty-three 


years later was crucified.” 

These are the grounds upon which the 
Church today bases its action with re- 
spect to its rejection of the twenty-fifth, 


of December as the anniversary of the 


Messiah’s birth. The sixth of April, 


which our people regard as the authenti- 


cated date is always observed by them 
as a day of general assembly, marking 
as it does, an additional event of great 
importance and sacredness—the re-estab- 
lishment of Christ's Church upon the 
earth. As a holiday, and a day of peace 
and good will toward our fellows, Christ- 
mas day will ever be welcome with us, 


as with the civilized world in general; 
but we do not desire to strengthen the. 


error of its observance as the reputed an- 
niversary of a sélemn event with which 
the day has no just claims of association. 
How Should the Later-day Saints 
Observe Christmastf 

Notwithstanding the positive opinion 
held by the church regarding the incor- 
rectness of the Christmas date, the day 


may be turned to pleasant and profitable 


service by the Latter-day Saints. Better 
a date established in error than none at 
all, on which, the recognized duty of all 
shall be that of kindness and goed will. 
Let the day be one of rejoicing through- 
out the land of the Saints; may it be 


sanctified by their ministrations of mercy, 


deeds of duty, and acts that shall rise to 
heaven as a reverberation of the angel s 
hymn, “Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men.” 


The day is a marked one in the calendar; 
it ought not to pass unimproved. Parents 
and teachers may well make its recur- 
rence a text for instruction concerning 
the Being whose name is associated with 
the festival: His humble birth, His youth 
and manhood, His ministry and solemnly 
tragic death; in every stage of His earth- 
ly existence an example to mortals; a 
man, and yet a God. The lessons sug- 
gested by the human side of the Divine 
Child’s nature will be particularly in- 
structive to children. Teach the little 
ones, whose kind the Savior always 
loved, that he was in truth a child, in 
many respects like unto themselves; that 
His wisdom and power came not as a gift 
independant of His effort, for we read 
that “He waxed strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom. * He increased in 
wisdom.’ But let them learn that beyond 


His mortality was the divinity of His po- a 


sition in the Godhead; that only through 


His sacrifice may we expect salvation, 


and that while we are privileged to call 


Him our Elder Brother, He was and is, : 
little distance, when suddenly Eider 


the Father’s well-beloved Son. 
The misplaced date may serve to point 
a lesson—that of the unreliability of pure- 


ly human wisdom, and the necessity of 


reliance upon living revelation as the 
channel through which truth is given. 
And with such teachings let the example 
of unselfish liberality, and pure giving 
be combined. There is a pleasing symbol- 
ism in the traditional customs of Christ- 
mastide, and respect for all such should 
be fostered. If the day serve no bet- 
ter purpose than that of practice in the 
duties of giving and receiving, it should 
be counted among the blessed days. Many 
of us have yet to learn how to give; few 


of us know how to properly receive the 


blessings of life. 


History of the Southern States Mission. 
(Continued from last week:) 


In Clay and Cherokee county, of North 
Carolina, the mob spirit prevailed to such 


an extent that the Elders were forced to 


hide themselves in the woods. 


Eider Joseph H. Parry, while staying 


at the home of William Webster, was 
attacked by a mob and severely beaten 
with hickory withes. 

On the night of July 20 a mob broke 
into the houses of some of the Saints in 


the Brasstown branch and severely 


whipped both men and women, threaten- 
ing still further violence unless they left 


the neighborhood immediately. Some of 
the Saints were seriously injured and all: 


‘were badly frightened, some leaving their 
lands, improvements and other property 
in the hands of their tomentors. 

About the middle of the month Elder 


Joseph Standing and Rudger Clawson 


started from their field of labor in Union 


and Fannin counties to attend the state 


conference to be held in Haywood Valley, 
Chattooga county, Georgia. On the way 


they called at Varnells Station to visit 
the Saints, arriving there on the night 


of July 19th, 1879. They staid over 


hight and Sunday at the home of Mr. 
Henry Holsten, where the day was quiet- 
ly spent singing and conversing on the 


gospel. 


After breakfast Monday morning, July 


2ist, they walked over to a Mr. Loggins, 
a distance of about a mile, to look after 
their. clothing; as they were on the way 
back, while walking along the public 


roade near the 3 * Catoosa and Whit- 


field counties, they were suddenly arrested 
by an armed mob of twelve persons whose 
names are as follows: Jasper N. Nations, 
Hugh Blair, David Nations, Mac Me- 


Clure, Andrew Bradley, Joseph Nations, 


James Faucett, Benjamin Clark David 
Clark, Jefferson Hunt, William. Nations, 
A. L. Smith. . 

All these men were citizens of the sur- 
rounding territory and the most of them 
claiming membership in the churches near 


‘their homes. 


The lders were turned from the road 
and with many threate of violence, com- 
pelted to accompany the gang through the 
‘woods to an isolated place; as they were 
walking along Benjamin Clark, a Bap- 
tist deacon, struck Elder Clawson a heavy 
blow with a club from behind, nearby fell- 
ing him to the ground. While passing 
spring of water, Elder Standing re- 
quested to be permitted to get a drink. 
A temporary halt was made while he 
drank, after which a conversation was 
had, the two men being separated some 


Standing was shot in the face, by one of 
the miscreants, the ball striking him near 
tke bridge of the nose, killing him almost 
instantly, he only groaned heavily, as he 
reeled and fell to the ground not speaking 
a word after being shot. The crowd then 
turned and pointing their guns at Elder 
Clawson, threatened to kill him. He 
calmly folded his arms and told them he 
was “not afraid to die’ and to “shoot!” 
After a momentary hesitation, some one 
called out “Don’t shoot” and the guns 
were immediately lowered. Elder Claw- 
son then walked over to the martyred 
Elder and raising his head placed his 
folded hat under it for a pillow. Turn- 
ing to the murderers, he said' indignant- 
ly: “It is a burning shame to shoot a 
man down in this way and leave him to 
die in the woods, either go and get help 
or let me 0. 8 

After a brief consultation they told him 
he might go, which he did immediately, 
proceeding to Mr. Holsten’s, he broke the 
startling news and securing a horse he re- 
paired to the coroner’s office to advise him 
of the occtirence. The Holston family on 
learning of the horrible killing hurried to 
the spot where they found the gang had 
fired a number of shots into the dead body 
of Elder Standing—no doubt to cover the 
trails of the actual murderer. They 
erected a bower of leaves and branches 
over the remains to shield them from the 
glaring July sun. 

Eider Clawson sought the nearest tele- 

graph office and wired President Morgan, 
who was in Salt Lake City, also Gover- 
nor Colquitt, at Atlanta, and the county 
coroner at Dalton, briefly reciting the ter- 
rible event. 
“Late in the evening the coroner arrived 
and summoned a jury who returned a ver- 
dict to the effect that the deceased had 
come to his death from gunshot wounds 
inflicted by one or more of the parties 
who formed the mob, mentioning the 
names already given in this article. 

A casket was secured and the body en- 
closed in, after which it was taken by a 
wagor to Dalton and thence to Salt Lake 
City, accompanied by Elder Clawson. He 
arrived there on July 31st, and was met 
by relatives and friends, and interred at 
Salt Lake City, amid solemn and un- 
pressive ceremonies. 
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On July 25, 26 and 27 the Georgia Con- 
ference. met in Haywood Valley and se- 
lected Elder A. S. Johnson, to succeed El- 
der Standing. ‘The instructions there giv- 
en were listened to with deep interest and 
the Saints, while resting under a solemn 
pall, as it were, still they returned to their 
homes strengthened in their faith. 

(We expect to go further into all the 
details of this unfortunate affair, as well 
as the causes manne ba to the same.— 
Ed.) 


Lamison, Wilcox Co., Ala., Dec. 21. 
To the Bditor Southern Star. 

Leaving my mountain home on the 15th 
of April, 1897, I journeyed to Chatta- 
nooga, where I was assigned to meet and 
help advance the truth with the Elders 
of South Alabama. 

When first arriving in Alabama collards 
and cornbread were of but little value to 
me, and for some time thought my exist- 
ence was not attributable to such diet. 
But of late it is surprising how my taste 
for such delicacies has changed, and what 
large quantities.are made disappear when 
only given the chance. 

My labors in the South have been very 
pleasant and successful meeting many 


who are worthy members of charity and 
who are aiding in the great work of the 


latter day, when again the Gospel has 


been established on earth, never more to 


be thrown down, fulfilling the prophesies 
made by those who spoke under the in- 


fluence of the Holy Ghost, revealing to 


mankind the events which were to and 
have transpired. This to the world do I 
bear testimony, knowing that ignorance 
has not taught me such but obedience to 
the Gospel and through the mercy of the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in 
this, the last dispensation of the fulness 
of times. 

I am proud to know that I have been 
numbered among the many who have un- 
dertaken to establish and successfully 
publish the Southern Star, containing the 
principles of truth, light and life into the 
hearts of mankind. And may her light 
so shine that others may see her brillianey 
and be led to glorify God is the well wish 

and desire of one of Utah’s sons in Ala- 
bama. | E. M. DAVEY. 


Missiesipp! Conference Circular. 

, Jackson, Miss., Dec. 15, 1808. 
To the Elders of the Mississippi Conference: 

Dear Brethren:—The year of 1898 is 
fast drawing to a close. During that 
time we have shared joy and sorrow, 
pleasure and pain, and, though some dis- 
appointment, yet many of our fondest 
~hopes have been consummated during 
memorable time the hand of the Lord 
has been made so plain we could not but 
acknowledge the miraculous way in which 
He has repeatedly answered our petitions, 
healed us when we were, as it seemed, 
nearing eternity and no other power could 
have raised us up. Now, dear brethren, 
that this (to us) eventful year is so near 
an end, let us reflect upon what God has 
done for us in the Mississippi Conference, 
and then what we ought to do for Him 
to show that we are indeed grateful to 
Him for His watchful care over us. 

The following occurrences are quite 
well known to all the Elders in our Con- 


ference. 


| said: 


Ministers who fought us have 
fallen dead in their pulpits; others who. 
have dared to curse us and blaspheme 
the “Mormon God” have been stricken 
down so they could not fill their appoint- 
ments where they were to speak against | 
us; but during months of suffering they | 
have had time to reflect on their career 
and given one more chance to repent and 
turn from their evil ways. Towns where 
they have rejected us and driven us out 
in the middle of the night have, in a few, 
short days, been burned to ashes. Men 
have turned us from their door, and dur; 
ing the night have been damaged hun- 
dreds of dollars by storms, while the 
neighbor with whom we stayed was not 
damaged any. The eyes of the blind have 
been opened and the cases of instant 
healing have been too numerous to think 
of naming, one pair of Elders reporting 
twenty-one cases of instant healing in 
twenty-three ordinations. 

These are a few of the signs promised 
to the believer not to hold up to the 
world, but to strengthen us and show that 
God is still with us. 

We have been blessed in our labor also. 


We have baptized nearly 100 persons and 
| blessed more than eighty children, not- 


withstanding the long time we were un- 
able to work on account of sickness, 
quarantine, etc., and yet some of us think 
we are having a hard time and have a 
hard field to labor in, facts and figures 
do not bear this out. Of course we receive 
some persecution; I am glad of it; if it 
were not so, we would ‘become careless; 
opposition is necessary to the human 
mind to stir us up and arouse our com- 
bative nature occasionally, and then we 
will raise in the strength of our calling 
and nerve ourselves for the task that is 
before us. When an Elder of the church 
is so aroused, woe unto the man or set 
of men who dare oppose him. They will 
as surely go down before us as they have 
done before our illustrious leaders before 
us, and we cannot but come off conquer- 
ors. 

Brethren, let us finish up the old year 
with a good record and then we will be 
in a condition to commence the new year 
also in the proper way; the more we do 
the more we find is in our reach, while 
on the other hand, the more we excuse 
ourselves from work the easier it is for 
us to do so. 

President Condie, in a recent circular, 
“All things are constantly chang- 
ing.” We will find by observation that 
is true; we are constantly changing for 
the better or worse, which shall it be? 
If for the better, we have got to make 
a continuous, never-ending struggle or we 
will never be able to keep pace with the 
ever growing principles with which we 
are surrounded. Brethren, let us make 
a tremendous effort to redeem ourselves 


and thus show to the brethren of the Mis- 
sion that if there are a lot of Elders who 
can make a success of a Conference it is 
us. And with a united effort, stimulated 
by fasting and prayer, I know it can be 
done, and feel to encourage you to press 
on in the good work, knowing no failure. 
Remember 


„Luck is work, and those who shirk 
Should not lament their doom, 

But yield the play and clear the was 
That better men have room.’ 


God bless you, brethren, 1 all your 


labors. 
O. D. FLAKE. 
A. B. PORTER. 


VARIETI ES. 


From the News. 

Mary Adaline Goddard Snow, the . 
wife of President Lorenzo Snow, died at 
12 o' clock yesterday at her home in Brig- 
ham City, of old age, having reached her 
Sith year. Sister Snow was a very esti- 
mable lady, and was greatly beloved by 


fulness. She was born at Hartford, 
Conn., on March 8, 1812, and was mar- 
ried to Lorenzo Snow in Illinois. 


On Nov. Sth of this year Sister Snow 


slipped and fell, as a result of which she 


edly this had some effect in hastening 
the day of death. Five children survive 
the deceased, and they, with numerous 
other relatives, will mourn her loss. Pres- 
ident Snow has the heartfelt sympathy 
of all classes of people in the loss of the 
loving sharer of his joys and sorrows, 


The Star is in receipt of the following 
letter, containing all kinds of high com- 


pliments: 

Salt Lake City, Dec. 28, 1898. 
President Ben E. Rich, Chattanooga, Tenn.: 
Dear Brother:—I am in receipt of three 
copies of the Southern Star. Not until 


to look them over, when I read No. 1 
from beginning to end and was very much 
pleased with its contents. I feel confident 
that this publication will very materially 
aid you in spreading the Gospel in your 
field of labor and in creating a good im- 
pression for our people. I therefore wish 
you abundant success in your efforts, and 
1 have pleasure in doing a little towards 
the financial success of your publication. 
1 hand you herewith my check for $7.50 
to pay for my own copy, and would like 
you to send to four of my relatives in 
the East one copy each of the Star, viz., 
Mrs. Ann Smith and Theda G. Reves, 
Lathrop, Mo.; Mrs. Carrie Scott, LaFay- 
ette, III., and Mrs. Allie Ford, Brookfield, 
Mo. Financial grass is very short with 
me just at the present time, or I would 
take pleasure in subscribing for one dozen 
copies of the Star. At a later date I 
may take five or six more. 

Hoping that you and your fellow iabor- 


ers had a Merry Christmas and wishing 


vou one and all a happy and prosperous 
New Year, and ever praying that you 
may be abundantly blessed of the Lord 
in your labors, I remain, sincerely your 
friend and brother, H. J. GRANT. 


Whenever any of the Elders break 
their. fountain pens and wish to have 
any part thereof replaced or repaired, it 
is necessary to send im the whole pen, 
holder, barrel and all complete to the or- 
fice, because they are delicate things and 
it requires an expert to tell just what is 
wanted and thus be able to replace worn 
out parts or repair others. We send the 
entire pem to the factory in New York 


after it is fixed, to the Elder in the field; 
so it is mecessary to allow about twenty 
days, and give the adress you wish 
pen sent to at that time. You will have 
to plan ahead to do this, but by doing so 
it will save trouble and time. Please 
remember these instructions as they are 
beneficial to all. Remember we keep no 


all who knew her in her long life of use- 


was very severely shocked, and undoubt- 


Saturday, the 24th, did I have the time 


for repairs and they in turn forward same, 


extras for the pens here, but have to 
send all pens to the factory for anything’ 
ged. 
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